BARRIE TO PROPOSE CMH OVERHAUL Patrick Barrie, Deputy Director for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services of the Department of Community Health is about to lob a mortar shell into the mental health community. Citing broad discrepancies in services (as pointed out in the Mental Health Commission's report) and a continuing funding crisis, Barrie is about to propose a radical departure from the current system.

"I believe we have evolved as far as we can given the current structure," said Barrie. "It's time to propose a new model with increased accountability, individual funding based on severity of disability, and consistency in service availability across the state."

Barrie will make his proposal at an open meeting in Lansing on December 6. The meeting will run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All providers, consumers and stake holders are welcome to attend.
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